
Emergent 
Curriculum



What is emergent curriculum?
• It is child initiated (children, teachers and families collaborate 

together).
• Through observations and interactions, teachers take note of the 

children’s interests and developmental needs. 
• These observations guide the teacher on what to present the 

children, how to arrange play areas,  and set up provocations that 
will capture the children’s attention and possibly lead to future 
experiences .



• Emergent curriculum is 
flexible, rather than being 
done well in advance, it is 
constantly developing.

• It enables children’s 
learning and teacher’s 
thinking to be made visible 
through forms of 
documentation.



The staff observed the school-age 
children waving at the passing cars 
over a span of a few days. Staff 
challenged the children to come up 
with an experiment that would 
tally how many responses they got 
from the cars. The children took 
turns at the fence with signs to 
grab the attention of passing 
motor vehicles. They recorded on a 
graph how many honks vs waves 
they observed.



Emergent begins with observation

Noticing the details 
of children’s play Listening carefully 

and writing down 
children’s 

conversations

Children’s interests 
are validated and 

respected

This helps the teacher in 
supporting the children 
and planning for what’s 

next



Supporting the Children and Planning What’s 

Next…

Providing provocations 
and invitations to learning

Changing the environment 
to support children’s 
developmental needs

Planning experiences 
both outdoors and 

indoors

…visitors, fieldtrips, 
community explorations, 

parent involvement… 



Sensory exploration

Physical challenges

Emergent curriculum enhances learning through…

Social interactions
Creativity



Supporting our Philosophy by…

Highlighting 
children’s 
learning

Documenting 
play 

experiences

Communicating with 
families via newsletters, 

happy grams, emails, white 
boards, website, Facebook 

etc.…



Why Emergent is important…

Supports 
children’s 

needs, interests 
and abilities

Emergent 
curriculum is flexible

Emergent curriculum offers an open 
and  welcoming environment

It is collaborative 
with staff, children, 

families and the 
community



Loose parts…

Loose parts can be used 
alone or combined with 

other materials

Loose parts are open-ended 
materials that invite creativity 

and exploration 

Examples of loose parts are… 
acorns, stones, pinecones, 

wood pieces, bottle caps, boxes 
and more…



How can families support 
emergent curriculum?

• Donate supplies such as paper, 
natural materials, paper rolls      
and other recyclables

• Ensure your child is prepared     
with extra clothing

• Share the interests of your   
children with ECEs


